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the Lord, that is, the Vyuha-s and Vibhava-s and no
other form of another deity should be treated as Visnu's
avatara-s,

SRIGUNARATNAKOSA

/
A detailed study of the hymn Srigunaratnakosa reveals

several facets of the genius that Parasara Bhatta was.
As already noted, our author is profoundly influenced
by his predecessors like Yamuna, Ramanuja and his own
revered father, Kuresa, in portraying the qualities of Sri.

It must be noted at the outset that Parasara Bhatta identifies
/                                         ' *

Sri or LaksmI the denizen of Vaikuntha, with Sita of
Mithila and identifies her again with Sriranganayaki, the
presiding deity at Sriraiigam. It is also worth noting that
Sri is described here not as an elderly matron, not even
as a young maiden who has attained efflorescence, but
as an adolescent girl, who is just in the confluence of
childhood and youth. In verse 43 Parasara calls this stage
saisava - yauvana - vyatikara. This, it must be noted,
is an original and refreshing concept of our author.

Scriptural Authority for the Concept of Sri

It is interesting to note that Parasara Bhatta combines
in himself, the rare qualities of a first-rate poet and
a critical scholar. One may ask what proof there is for
the very existence of Sri. To silence such critics Parasara
launches into a crucial discussion into the authenticity
of her very concept. In verse 20, Parasara points out
that ancient seers hold that the Veda-s are the repositories
for the gem-like qualities of Sri.

devi smtim bhagavaffrii prathame pumamsahh
tvatsadgunaugha manikosa grham gmanti